






Addendum to Minutes of RCDSMM Board of Directors 
Meeting Monday June 26, 2023 

 
Jamie Quarfeld, Urban District Conservationist for Compton Field Office 
 
 Jamie Quarfeld just came out of 2 weeks of in-person and virtual trainings  
 Prior weeks:  

o Participated in an Occidental College “internship” where we worked with 
partners such as LA Compost and urban farms (many of which are in your 
service area) 

 One in particular – Black Thumb Farm – has some very interesting 
collaborations with Fernandeno Tatavian and CSUN that you might like to 
learn about and potentially collaborate on. They are also working on 
expanding to new land which will be a remediated brownfield AND they 
are developing an urban farmer community collective to identify needs in 
the farming community within the Valley 

 Sharon Cech is the Oxy point of contact – I provided Clark with her 
contact information 

o Partner meetings conducted: 
 Not mentioned: Mayor of LA’s new urban agriculture contact – Julie 

Ciardullo julie.ciardullo@lacity.org 
 Not mentioned: LA County Office of Sustainability – creating alignment 

on urban agriculture efforts 
 Not mentioned: American Farmland Trust is doing outreach to identify 

and work with women producers/aspiring producers at workshops 
tentatively planned for Riverside area 

 LA Food Policy Council: 
 New partnership with Community Farm Alliance (CAFF) and Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) 
o Next: ~in next 3-4 months: Get FSA and CAFF on the 

Agenda to talk to you about their programs 
 ALSO: the results for the new FSA urban county 

committees have been announced 
 NEXT: Invite the committee member(s) to 

make introduction alongside FSA?? 
 NEXT: Urban Growers Alliance Meet Up on SATURDAY 22 July at 

LA Public Library 
 Upcoming meeting with researcher Taylor Clark 

taylor@goodfoodla.org of LAFPC to create alignment on urban 
agriculture 

 Mentioned LAST MONTH: Regional Food Business Center Node coming to 
Los Angeles ~ Fall 2023 – Led by Sharon at Occidental College 

o MISSED Partner Meetings to follow up with or plan on attending next year: 
 LA Conservation Corps partner luncheon 
 LA Urban Center 

o Technical Assistance to equestrian centers alongside LA watersheds  
 LA River 
 Hansen Dam 



o NRCS Personnel – Annie Konjevoda - FPAC-NRCS, CA 
Annie.Konjevoda@usda.gov 

 New State Urban Coordinator has officially started – based in Davis, CA 
and responsible for overseeing/facilitating technical needs (and possibly 
outreach/partnerships) to support urban conservation 

o Opportunities: 
 Partner Agreement with NRCS – Capacity Building application submitted 

– decision SOON 
 Contract signing will be due JULY 15 

 NACD Urban Conservation Grant due August 6 
 Webinar is online 
 Q&A session will be held virtually on July 11 

 Potential expanded support to “urban/community” forestry over time – 
no current funding opportunities but they do occur annually 

 CAL-Fire resources shared 6/26 
 USFS Urban Forestry Connections : recorded webinars 

o https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/products/multimedia/w
e 

o Connecting Hispanic Communities to Improving Forest 
Health  

o A State to Local Model for Producing Climate-Adapted 
Urban Trees  

 
o NRCS Soils Work 

 A portion of Los Angeles will be surveyed in fiscal year 2024. Planning 
efforts are underway. 

 We are working with TreePeople on this 
 TreePeople will likely also be a key collaborator on a number of 

technical assistance brainstorming ideas we have underway—nothing is 
official yet. RCD SMM will be a welcome partner on these efforts. This 
might include topics such as: 

 Workforce development in urban agriculture 
 Soils support – Technical assistance to farmers, demonstration 

projects, etc. 
 Dynamic soil properties case studies 
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